
March, 2009                Issue 3  

From the Principal  
 

Council Election results  
The recent College Council election process has 
concluded. Given that the nominations for vacant 
positions did not exceed Council membership 
configuration requirements, there will be no need for 
an election. Congratulations go to the following 
successful nominations for College Council 2009: 
 

Don Watson 
Sandra David 
Frank Macdonald 
Annette Bedford 
Brett Douglas 
Bruce Simpson 
Lesley Grant 
 

The College wishes to acknowledge the outstanding 
contribution to the College made by retiring member, 
Mrs Sandra Silvey who has served on the College 
Council for 7 years including 5 years as President.  
 

Annual Report to the Community  
A summary of the College Annual Report to the 
community will be placed on the College website for 
your reference. This summary reports on key 
performance indicators for the College including 
student performance, organizational health and 
College development programs. It represents an 
analysis of the School Level Report as presented to 
the College Council at the Annual General Meeting.  
 

Victorian Bushfire Relief Support  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank students 
and staff at the College who have responded in many 
positive ways to support victims of the tragic bush fires. 
Students and staff have been involved in fund raising 
activities and the VCAL students have commenced a 
blood donor program to support Red Cross requests. 
 

Interim reports - Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews  
Interim reports will be posted home to all our College 
families. The interim reports provide an excellent ñsnap 
shotò on student progress and overall performance for 
Term 1. The Parent/Student/Teacher interviews are 
being held Thursday April 2nd from 4:00 PM to 7:00 
PM. Students are requested to attend the College for 
the interviews on Thursday evening. Normal classes 
will be conducted on Friday and school will be finishing 
at 3:15 PM. 
 

Lions Youth of the Year Awards  
Congratulations are also extended to our senior 
students who have competed so successfully in the 
Lions Youth of the Year Awards. As I write two 
students, Kaitlyn Dunstone and Elyse Wakefield, are in 
the regional finals.  We wish them all the very best  in 
the next round of the competition. Feedback from the 

program organisers regarding the very high quality of 
our participants has been most gratifying. 
 
 

Victorian Schools Sports Award  
Congratulations to Nathan David on his outstanding 
achievement at the Victorian Government Schools 
Sports Award presentation held at the M.C.G. recently. 
Nathan was presented with a Sport Award ï the Sports 
Blue Award which is the highest achievement award. 
Nathan  has achieved national ranking in Badminton 
and represented Australia at the Commonwealth 
School Games in India during 2008. Nathan is the 
recipient of a number of awards recognizing his 
outstanding sporting achievements in 2008. 

Uniform  
The College Council uniform policy gives clear 
direction on the required uniform for all students 
attending the College.  The College thanks parents for 
ensuring that your children are correctly dressed. The 
College ties and blazers are available for purchase 
from the Uniform Shop. Students and parents please 
note that there will be strict compliance in 2009 with 
the College Uniform as per College Council Policy. 
 

Students are required to follow the uniform guidelines 
as noted in the Student Handbook. Black leather 
school shoes are the designated footwear. College 
polo shirts with the embroidered emblem are the 
designated tops for boys during the summer period.  
Dark t-shirts are not to be worn underneath the 
uniform. As a requirement of OHS policy, facial and 
body piercings are not to be worn whilst at the College.   
 

Assistance with the College uniform can be obtained 
from the Community Liaison Officer, Mrs. Annette 
Bedford on 53 293 210. 
 



STUDENTS DONATE BLOOD 
FOR THE RED CROSS 

 

Sebastopol College students have been 
compassionate in their planning and organising of 
activities to support those devastated by the Victorian 
bushfires. 
 

Juanita Nunn, Danika Meade and Nathan Ritchie 
organised a whole school gold coin Casual Sock Day 
which raised $1000.  This money has been divided 
between the Red Cross and Whittlesea Vet Clinic. 
 

Campbell OôDea devised a plan for senior students to 
register to become Blood Donors and this will continue 
on a weekly cycle. We have been supported by Gold 
Bus with free transport to the Red Cross Blood Bank. 
 

Kelsey Mason and Nicole David have organised the 
donation of pet food and toiletries from families that 
have been collected and delivered to Community 
Centres. 
 

Several students who are members of the CFA have 
been involved in back burning in local areas.  
 

Our students are to be congratulated for their initiative, 

organisation and support of others in need; the 

empathy shown has highlighted the maturity of our 

students. 

College Web Page  
There have been a number of developments to keep 
the College web page more informative for parents and 
students. Consequently information about College 
functions, special events and programs will be 
regularly posted for our community.  Over the next few 
weeks information regarding 2009 programs and 
events will be posted on the site. The College 
Newsletter is also published in colour on the web page. 
 

Student Absences  
Parents and students are reminded of the process for 
notification of student absences. The Collegeôs specific 
details are included in the Student Handbook including 
the notification slip to be completed. The College 
requests parents notify the General Office immediately 
when there is an absence and this will be recorded as 
an approved absence. Parents can expect a telephone 
call or letter from College representatives (such as the 
College Liaison Officer, House Manager or the Tutor 
Group teacher) if a student is absent more than two 
days without notification or there is an unexplained 
absence during the school day. Fridge magnets with 
the direct telephone contact for absences are available 
from the College. The College thanks you for your 
assistance with this important process. 
 

End of Term 1 arrangements  
Please note that Friday April 3rd will be a normal 
school day concluding at 3:15 PM. All students are 
required to be in full school uniform. The College 
Canteen will be open. 

Duke of Edinburghôs Award 
Recipients  

 

The following students have been awarded their Duke 
of Edinburghôs Award.  Awards were made during the 
Senior and Middle School Assemblies over the last 
week.  All of these students will continue with the next 
level of the Award.  The Gold Award recipients will 
receive their awards at a special ceremony at 
Government House in June this year. 

Bronze Awardees:  Cassandra Bourat, Nathan Brehaut, Daniel Clinton, Bethany Davey, Ashleigh Davison, 
Rachelle Jackson, Sarah Jackson, Nathan Lee, Lauren Middleton, Cassandra Price, Lacie Ryan, Christopher 
Simmons, Tamieka Snowden, Aimee Stares and Nicholas Young. 
Silver Awardees:  Mitchell Baker, Ashley Boyd, Cameron Haley-Walsh, Luke Jackson and Alex Rowe. 

Gold Awardees:   Zachary Firth and Alex Spittle (Year 12, 2008) 

STUDENTS MEET SPORTSTARS 

Photographed: Sprinter John Steffensen and Kimberley Luke at the 
World Athletics Tour at Olympic Park, Melbourne. 


