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From the Principal

An excellent start to the school year

This year the College welcomed 195 Year 7 students.
The College student population for the commencement
of the year is 1015. | would like to extend my thanks to
parents and students for the excellent start to the
school year. Students have been very well prepared -
excellent uniform, behaviour and classroom attitude.
All this makes for a very good school year. Thanks are
also extended to the grounds staff, office
administration and teaching staff for their preparation
for the school year. Students requiring assistance with
uniform and books should contact Mrs Annette Bedford
at the College.

$2.5 million Community Centre for the College
Sebastopol College has been selected for a major
Feder al Government i
Toget her 0. The
School and Sebastopol Primary School. The Centre
will provide additional facilities for the three schools
and the community. The Sebastopol Community
Centre will include a range of features that support
music education, health and wellbeing programs along
with a large meeting facility. Local Architects Morton
Dunn have been involved in developing the plans for
this submission. The Sebastopol Community Centre
was one of four projects selected for Victoria. It is
anticipated that work should commence on the building
project by mid 2009.

Council election nominations

As noted in the January College Newsletter,
nominations are being called for the College Council in
the Parent member category. Nominations should be
submitted by Friday February 27™ Please contact the
Principal if you wish to nominate for the College
Council. An election will be held in early March if
required.

The following Parent and Community category
representatives are retiring at this election and are
eligible to re-nominate for election:

Mr Don Watson
Mrs Sandra David
Mr Frank MacDonald

On behalf of the College Council | would like to thank
these retiing members of the Council for their
contribution to the College during their term of office.
Mr Frank MacDonald was presented with a 10 Year
Council Service Certificate last year for his valued
contribution to the College.
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This involves them helping VCE and VCAL students
understand the demands of their studies ranging from
effective study techniques, researching information
efficiently, presenting work appropriately and preparing
for exams. They also work with subject teachers who
ensure that they are aware of what work students are
involved in at any given time over the course of the
school year.

The Mentors conducted an information session for
teachers in week 1 of term to outline the services they
offer. As a result several teachers are developing
supplementary subject specific programs with Mentors
designed to improve student performance. By the end
of week 3 of term all Year 11 and 12 students will have
attended an orientation session in the Learning
Resource Centre where they will have been informed
of the Mentorsd role. Mr
available during
and after school to assist. They welcome any student
enquiries and look forward to working productively with
them.

Photograph: Senior School Tutors, Mr Egon Marburg
and Mr Rob Lewers discuss study techniques with
College Year 12 students.

Uniform

The College Council uniform policy gives clear
direction on the required uniform for all students
attending the College. The College thanks parents for
ensuring that your children are correctly dressed. The
College ties and Blazers are available for purchase
from the Uniform Shop. Students and Parents please
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note that there will be strict compliance in 2009 with
the College Uniform as per College Council Policy.

Students are required to follow the uniform guidelines
as noted in the Student Handbook. Black leather
school shoes are the designated footwear. College
polo shirts with the embroidered emblem are the
designated tops for boys during the summer period.
Dark t-shirts are not to be worn underneath the
uniform. As a requirement of OHS policy facial and
body piercings are not to be worn whilst at the College.

Assistance with the College uniform can be obtained
for the Community Liaison Officer, Mrs. Annette
Bedford on 53 293 210.

College Web page

There have been a number of developments to keep
the College web page more informative for parents and
students. Consequently information about College
functions, special events and programs will be
regularly posted for our community. Over the next few
weeks information regarding 2009 programs and
events will be posted on the site. The College
Newsletter is also published in colour on the web page.

Student Absences

Parents and students are reminded of the process for
notification of student absence from the College.
Specific details are included in the Student Handbook
including the notification slip to be completed. The
College requests parents to notify the General Office
immediately when there is an absence and this will be
recorded as an approved absence. Parents can expect
a telephone call or letter from College representatives
(such as the College Liaison Officer, House Manager
or the Tutor Group teacher) if a student is absent
more than two days without notification or unexplained
absence during the school day. Fridge magnets with
the direct telephone contact for absences are available
from the College for your use. The College thanks you
for your assistance with this important process.

The College Code of Conduct

The Code of Conduct is built upon two foundations.
The first is that everybody has the right to learn, be
safe and feel comfortable. The second is that
everybody has a responsibility for themselves, others,
the College community and the environment.

Based on these foundations we have four main

statements that each student should follow.

1. Take full advantage of your
opportunities.

2. Do your best to make the College a great
learning community for everyone.

3. Take care of your own health, safety and
wellbeing.

Look after the health, safety and wellbeing of others,

the College community and the environment.
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The College Code of Conduct is a College Council
endorsed policy and complies with the Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development
protocols. The Code is included in the Student Diary
and is also presented in a graphic table highlighting
positive and negative zones for student behaviour.

Personal Property at the College

Sebastopol College endeavours to provide a safe and
secure learning environment for our community.
Personal property is often brought to the College
including mobile phones, i-pods and sporting
equipment. The Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development and Sebastopol College are
not liable for the loss or damage to personal property
brought onto the grounds. This also includes vehicles
brought onto the College grounds.

Student Accident Insurance Arrangements

The Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development does not provide personal accident
insurance for students. Parents and guardians are
consequently responsible for paying for the cost of
medical treatment for injured students, including any
transport costs such as ambulance. Parents and
guardians should inquire about reasonable low cost
accident insurance policies available from the
commercial insurance sector.

Department of Education Leaders
meet Stephanie Kuskunovic

Year 11 Student Stephanie Kuskunovic gave the
Secretary for Education, Professor Peter Dawkins and
the Deputy Secretary, Mr Daryl Fraser an overview of
the design program for her VCE studies on their recent
visit to Ballarat.

Australian Mathematics Competition

The Australian Mathematics Competition is running
again this year on 6™ August. This competition gives
students external recognition of their achievements in
Mathematics and allows them to compete with
students all over Australia.

Your student(s) will need to express their interest and
pay an entry fee of $2.50 to the general office by the
1% May to be able to participate. The outstanding fee
will be subsidised by the Mathematics Department.

All students are highly encouraged to participate, no
matter what level of Mathematics they study.



Staff ICT Training

Teaching staff were recently trained in flexible digital
learning techniques by Mr Andrew Douch from

Wanganui Park Secondary College. Mr Douch was
the recipient of the 2008 World Innovative Teacher
award. Teachers, Ms Bryce and Mr Greed discuss
learning strategies with Mr Douch.

Learning Resource Centre

The Learning Resource Centre runs a number of clubs
each year at lunchtime for students interested in
books, chess, board games and other fun activities.
The clubs are open to students of all year levels and
are run in an environment to encourage participation,
cooperation and respect for each other.

The Book Club is on alternate Tuesdays starting week
3, 10™ February. This year the club will be run by Mr
Joshua Dwyer and activities will include reading for
pleasure, writing book reviews, creating podcasts and
participating in the

The RAW (Random Activity Workshop) Club is on al-
ternate Tuesdays starting week 4, 17" February. This
year the club will be run by Mr Joshua Dwyer and ac-
tivities will range from trivia contests, playing Pictionary
with play dough and relaxing watching the latest skate-
boarding DVD.

The Chess Club is on every Thursday starting week 3,
12" February. This year the club will be run by Mr
Egon Marburg. Players are encouraged to develop
their chess strategies by playing against opponents at
different year levels. Toward the end of the year a
team will be selected to play in the Regional Chess
Tournament against other Ballarat and regional
schools. In Term 4 the annual College tournament is
held in the LRC. Beginners are welcome.

The Board Game Club is on every Friday starting week
3, 13" February. This year the club will be run by Ms
Jill Ebbs and activities will include playing numerous
board and card games with students encouraged to
test their skills against other students at different year
levels.

Premi er 6s

Lunch Passes

The opening of a new take away food shop in our area
has raised a few questions for students and parents.

During the school day parents quite reasonably expect
that their children are in our care at all times. Legally,
we need to know where students are, which is why a
canteen is provided to ensure that a variety of healthy
and enjoyable foods are available.

Parents are reminded that students who wish to go
home at lunchtime need to complete a slip available
from Mr Clarke. He will then issue a lunch pass which
can be shown to duty staff when leaving the College.
The pass is an agreement with parents that the student
will be going to their own home, where an adult will
present. It does not provide for students going to an-
other persondbs home, or t

With the exception of Year 12 students, no student
should ever be at the shops during class time. Apart
from the nutritional issues, the College has no way of
supervising students who choose to go and break this
rule.

While we understand the attraction of the fast food
chains, please discuss with your child the very good
reasons why they need to remain on school premises
during the school day.

Wendy Abraham
Assistant Principal.

Reading Chall enge.



